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OUTLINE OF THESIS 


I.Introduction, Stating the Problem. 

1.Tne inception of the Christisn movement. Page l. 
a.Began with Jesus of Nazareth among the Jews. 
b.Men logically led to accept Jesus as Messiah. 

«.Jesus reveals himself. Page 4. 
a.-Disciples were disturbed over his crucifixion. 
b.Resurrection reanimated their hove. 

3.Development of the Primitive Christien Church.Page 
a.desus did not leave an organized body. 
b.Bele@vers formulated such plans as needed. 


c.Primitive Church had no fixed constitution. 


CHAPTER I 
Me Literature of the Primitive Christian Church 


I.Not developed Simultaneously with the Ghurcn. 


1.Synoptic Gospels of little authority on church,p.?. 


a.Reflects the teachings of Jesus. 


b.Church of a later period is reflected. 
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<.Paul, earliest and most authentic writer.Page 9. 

5.Acts depicts the Primitive Church. Page 12. 
a.Can be verified by the letters of Paul. 
b.Considered authentic by Church Fathers. 


c.Considered authentic and in Canon of Muratori. 


CHAPTER IT 


ee ar ree 


The Usage of the Term Church in the Apostolic Age 


I.The Meaning of the Term was not New. 
1.Paul is earliest N.T.writer to use term. Page 24. 
a,CGhurch in existence then about two decades. 
b.Later usage shows a moge complex organization. 
2.Term had a pre-Christian usage. Page <5. 
a.To Israel, an assembly for religious worship. 


b.To Greek, for business or social matters. 


CHAPTER ITT 
The Organization of the Primitive Christian Church 
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I.The Primitive Christien Church in Jerusalem. 
1.%nformation relative its organization. Pagecd. 


a.eBook of Acts. 
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b.Personpé. of pre-Pentecostal assembly. 
c.Influence of the Synagogue. 
d.Earliest conceptions of an organization. 
«.The selection of the seven. Page 36. 
@.eTheir relation to the deacons of later age. 
b.Grew out of an immediate need. 
5.0fficers of the Primitive Christian Church.Page 45. 
a.Apostles. 
b. Prophets. 


c.Hiders. 


CHAPTER IV 


The Orga. 


nization of the Primitive Christian Church 
Beginning at Antioch 


I.Harly Christians Driven from Jerusalem. 
1.Contribution toward orgenizing of refugees. Page 60. 
a. The Jewish Synagogue. 
b.The Mystery-Religion Associations, 
c.Prophets and teachers. 
2.Position of those called by title. Page 66. 
a.Wrong conceptions brought confusion. 


b.The simplicity of the plan revealed by Paul. 
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CHAPTER V 


The Closing Period of the Apostolic Age 


I.Much Confusion over Titles and Functions. 
1.The apparent cause of this confusion. Page 72. 
a.Titles of this period fluedt. 
b.Function of office primary, title minor. 
2.Results caused by confusion of titles. Page 75. 


a.The church at close of Apostolic Age. 
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ORGANIZATION OF TER PRIMITIVE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


The Christian movement had its first 
visible inception and commitment within a very. small 
circle. This circle consisted of the disciples of 
Jesus of Nazareth, who were evidently drawn to him by 
his unique personality, and eventually they beceme 
convinced that he was in reality the Christ.+ The 
conception which the disciples had of Jesus has been 
given a very prominent place by Mark, Matthew, and 
Luke, authors of the life of Jesus, written several 
decades ofter the close of his ministry. 

“The disciples had been logically 
lead to their conclusion, since Jesus ceme offering 
himself to the people in a prophetic manner, and 
apparently at an opportune time,© and asked them to 
"repent for the Kingdom of heaven was at hand's 
Jesus, like John the Faptist who preceded him, spoke 
against the current practices of Judaism as a limited 
interpretation of the commands of God, and assured 
those who would follow after him, that he had not 
come to destroy their law, but had come to bring to 


them a fuller realization of its true meaning.4 Later 


Mt.16:16; Lu.9:<0. 2.Mt.4:13-16. 
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in his ministry, he gave his disciples informetion 
relative to the Kingdom of God, its laws, conditions 
of membership in it, but not the person of the King. 
However, he made approaches to this personal subject 
in the announcement of the coming of bh Kingdom, 
implying the presence of the King, and has made a 
veiled claim to the title in calling himself,'the Son 
of Man! but hints and suggestions have been allt 

By investigation, this title, "Son 
of Man" is found not to be a new title, nor one of 
Jesus! own creation. The Psalmist has made use of it,© 
the prophet Ezekiel uses it extensively, revealing that 
others addressed him as "Son of Man"© Daniel likewise 
uses the title, but his usage has more of e Messianic 
conception,4 somewhat in keeping with that ascribed to 
Jesus by each of the evangelists.° Jesus called him- 
self "the Sen of Man" without hesitation; evidently 
while tne phrase expressed much to him, it must also 
have meant much to those immediately associated with 
him, since their expression reveals, that they saw in 
him "the Christ?6 

When Jesus had made his impression 


on his disciples, he then drew from them both the 


1.Gould,"International Critical Commentary! page loc. 
2.Psalms 80:17. SsBZeK.c%2s Meee blow 3 5.Mt.243 
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popular conception, and their conception of him. When 
the announcement of Jesus' Messianic character is made 
by Peter, it does not come from a suggestion of Jesus, 
but it is the conception drawn from his disciples by 
his direct question,"whom do men say I am?" 

"Peter acting as spokesman for the 
disciples in replying to Jesus, without question under- 
stood him (Jesus) to be ‘the Son of Man' in the sense 
in which Daniel applied it. Observe the antithesis in 
Peter's reply, 'the Christl 

"According to Mark, Jesus, after he 
has received from his disciples the popular estimate, 
turns to them to ask what they themselves think. Peter 
quickly makes reply for the group ‘Thou art the Christ! 
It would seem from Jesus' warning to keep silent, that 
Jesus was dissatisfied with Peter's confession. If he 
were, -it would not be from the words themselves - 
which were true - but because Peter showed by the tone 
of his voice, that he was not yet free from the old 
popular notion of the Messian"* Following Luke's 
account, we notice he expands the reply found in Mark, 
making it the "Christ of God} or "We say you are God's 
Messiah" Jesus reproves them, and bade them never say 


it to anyone in the future; though Jesus did not 
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repudiate the title "Messiah" or "Christ" he seems to 
avoid it as much as possible. "No man had told Peter, 
including Jesus himself. Only inward divine 

revelation could have enabled Peter to make the right 
guess. Human sight and judgment could not discern the 


Divine Sonship in Jesus as he walked the earth 


"Without question Jesus knew what 
lay before him, he planned for the future, he secured 
represenative men, and he taught them. The final and 
crucial question was, if at last they believed in him 
as the Messiah. If that were once secured, then they 
could proceed to learn what manner of Messiah he was, 
and how far he differed from the popular conception of 
an earthly potentate which they tnemselves still shared. 
This narrative in Matthew (16:16) is of course taken 
from Mark, but there are important additions. To the 
words of the confession in the source, Peter here adds 
‘the son of the living God} and we are probably 
justified in suspecting that the phrase was read back 
into his mind by the experience and belief of the 
early church. The Divine Sonship formed no part of 
contemporary Messianic belief; and until the day of 
Pentecost, the disciples were not given to the 


development of the new ideat* 
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Our concern is not with the concept- 
ion of “Sonship" or of "a living God" but of the 
almost uniform belief of the disciples in Jesus as"the 
Christ" which was evidently that which held them 
together. This confession surely meant much to the 
apostles later, and was considered a vital theme in 
the Primitive Christian Church, or else it would not 
have been given such a prominent place by Mark, Matthew, 
and Luke. 

Christ now informs his disciples 
what he must endure; apparently they did not fully 
understand and were disturbed during the trial. and 
crucifixion, but with the resurrection of their Lord, 
their faith and hope were reanimated. He now appears 
to them, a supernatural being clothed in heavenly 
power; much more in accord with their Jewish concept- 
ion of a Messiah than the lowly man of Nazareth had 
been. However, he did not formulate an organization 
within Judaism to perpetuate his teachings and 
practices, or bind his followers together. They did 
not become an independent movement during his ministry; 
but with the ascension of Christ, this nucleus of 
believers in him were left without a physical leader. 
"Nevertheless, they were held together by a mystic tie, 
a tie superior to a human organization, which was a 


belief in Jesus as*the Messiah! and they themselves as 
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heirs of the Messianic kingdom which they expected him 
soon to establisntl 

"The resurrection served to convince 
his disciples, not only that Jesus was still living, 
but that he had now entered on his sukpreme office as 
the Messiah. The resurrection was the crowning proof, 
the palpable guarantee of Jesus’ Messiahship according 
to the apostle Paul,"If Christ is not risen your faith 
is vain; ye are yet in your sins*(JI Cor.15:14). 
According to this the belief that Jesus was the Messiah 
confirmed by the resurrection formed a central belief 
around which the Christian Church came into being. 

"Tt was by no means the life of Jesus 
or his teachings, however unique in grandepe of soul 
the one, or in loftiness of spirit the other, that 
created the Christian Church, but rather its followers’ 
vision of his resurrection which gave unity and 
stability to their belief in him"* 

"The existence and first development 
of the Christian Church rests on a historical foundat- 
ion - on the acknowledgment of the fact that Jesus was 
the Messiah - and not on a certain system of ideas----. 
Believing that Jesus was the Messiah, they ascribed to 
him the whole idea of what the Messiah was to be 


according to the meaning and spirit of the Old Testa- 
a or ce peer theme Le 
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ment promises, rightly understood; they acknowledged 
him as the Redeemer from sin, and the Ruler of the 
Kingdom of God, to whom their whole lives were to be 
devotedt 

“Jesus did not found the church---. 
All. the consolidating the early community of believers, 
rests upon the apostles, upon their enthusiasm, their 
courage and their endurance '< 

"It is a fact of immenge importance 
and significance thet Jesus himself created no 
organization, he left the believers free to follow 
their own development as the epirit might inspire. 
Great value thus attaches to the freedom of Christian- 
ity from a fixed constitution. The genius of the 
religion was not fettered, but was left pliable, so that 
it could freely embody itself in any type of organization 
which verying conditions might suggest? 

The period beginning immedietely after 
the ascenshon of the Messiah, and extending through 
until the last living voice of his personal apostles 
became silent among men, with the decease of the Apostle 
John, a period of some seventy years in which the 
apostles were the prime movers of the church, will be 


spoken of as the Apostolic Age. During this period, the 


1.Neander,A.,"Planting and Treining the Church? p.27. 
2.Wernle,P.,"Beginnings of Christianity? Vol.TI. 
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Christian Church came into existance; therefore, the 
church of this period will be spoken of as the 

Primitive Christien Church. Our plan throughout this 
paper will be to study the organization of the 

Primitive Christian Church, and not confuse the 

liberty and the simplicity of the church of the Apostolic 
Age, with the fixed ecclesiasticism which begen to take 


form immediately afterward. 


CEAPTER I 


The Literature of the Primitive Christien Church 


The Apostolic Age did not open with 
@ new literature developing simultaneously with the 
- Primitive Christian Church. Therefore, the literature 
bearing upon the organization of the Primitive Cnrist- 
ian Church is of a fragmentary nature. During the 
ministry of Jesus, "He strove to set religion free 
from the tyranny of the written law, which was very 
meticueously interpreted hy the scribes. .He left no 
written word (revealing a plan for the organization of 
the church), instead he left living men whom he had 
inspired by his own life and words, to claim direct 
access to God as Father, and to trust in the power and 


guidance of the Holy Spiritt+ Apparently, directly 
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after the ascension of Jesus, and during the formative 
period of the Primitive Christian Church, these were 
too intensly occupied with the present and immediate 
future to spare a glance, or write a record for the 
information of the more remote ages. Though; Some of 
these did eventually write, but such literature as we 
have from them, indicates that they did not write 
until several decades after the church had come into 
existence. 

Since we do not heave an extant 
literature, developed simultaneously with the develop- 
ment of the church from its beginning, and continuing 
on through to the close of the Apostolic Age, we are 
compelled to resort to, and rely on that fragmentary 
literature which makes an earnest effort to depict 
the beginning and growth of the Christien Church. 

Though Jesus was the inspiration 
that brought into existence the Christian movement, 
which soon after his ascension developed into the 
Christian Church, he did not leave behind him a personal 
literature like unto the Apostle Paul. However, a very 
few in number among those who believed in Jesus did 
write and this was done many decades after the close 
of his ministry. These were divided by distance and 
varying local conditions caused Seek coer ree 
among the churches, yet they made an earnest, to record 


the teachings of Jesus and depict his great life and 
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spirit among his followers of their day. In this 
extant literature,! only one writer makes mention of 
Jesus referring to the church, and he makes Jesus 
refer to the church as an institution which was to 
come into existence.& 

There are some diffefences of 
Opinion regarding the authenticity of this passage 
(Matthew 16:18) since it does not appear in the other 
Gospels. The general. conception is that Matthew has 
taken the narrative from Mark and inserted a later 
development of the church, and assigned to it a 
place of almost surpreme authority, and very unlike 
that assigned to it in the earlier Christian literature. 
"How far the words of this highly controverted saying 
as preserved in the First Gospel were actually uttered 
by Christ, and, if so, with what exsct significance, 
it would he profitless to inquire. The form in which 
we have it is the version as remembered, repeated, and 
in repetition doubtless not a little modified, by 
those who disapproved alike of the undue conservatism 
of James, and of Paul's too liberal attitude toward the 
law, but were content to accept the via_ media of Peter's 

"Tt is therefore possible, that Matthew 


16:17-19 are, in their present order and connection, are 


1.Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
a MAtt.L6:18,19; 18517. 
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the work of the evangelist compiling detached sayings 
in honor of the great apostle. While in Matthew 18: 
17-19, the Jewish coloring of these sayings is very 
remarkable; ‘binding! 'loosing® the literary contrast 
of ‘tearth' and 'heaven' were probably ali. common- 
place to Jewish Theology. The single word 'church® 
alone lies open to suspicion of betraying Christian 
influencet! "This interpolation appears to glorify 
Peter and the church, and it was probably inserted about 
the age of Hadrian (111-138 A.D.) in Rome. The passage 
without the interpolation helongs to the older 
traditions?© 

Every indication is that the sections 
of Matthew's Gospel referring to the church are not the 
Original sayings of Jesus, but are interpolations 
written when the church had become an organized body, 
and later than the Apostolic Age. Since this is the 
only account referring to the church in the Gospels, 
and does not throw any light on the church and its 
organization during the Apostolic Age, we are compelled 
to seek information elsewhere. 

Within the Apostolic Age falls such 
literature as: the epistles written by the recognized 
Christian leaders to individual Christians, to various 


Christian Churches, to Christians in general, the 
A ee 


1.Allen,W.G.,"International Critical Commentary$p.178,79, 
2.Montefiore,¢.G.,"The Synoptic Gospels? Vol.IT,p.257,58. 
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narrative contained in the Acts of the Apostles, and 
the writings ascribed to those who were contemporaries 
of Jesus.- Though all of this was written many years 
after the beginning of the church, some of it reflects 
the development of the church from its inception, and 
some reveals its work and organization of that day as 
seen by the writers. However, there is no doubt, but 
their unique position has shielded their writings from 
the ravages, and on the whole they are more satis- 
factory than those of the following periods. 

"The earliest, most direct, and 
authnoratative information of the Christian Church of 
the Apostolic Age, is that found in the writings of 
the Apostle Paul, and those which are sometimes ascribed 
to him. Though he does not in any sense pretend to be a 
historian; he merely writes letters having something 
definite in mind which he has a desire to convey, either 
to a group of Christians or an individual. His 
references to events are all incidental to his main 
purpose, but they have a value which always attaches to 
first-habd testimony. It is becoming a recognized fact, 
in view of a more exact study of his life and writings, 
that he owed far more to the Primitive Christian Church, 
and to those labouring with him, than has usually been 
granted, and that his relation to it was one of 


loyalty, obedience, and sympathy. His writings have 
satel al td a eer enn en eee cer 
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been preserved for us, and are our first-hand. records 
of the life of the Apostolic Christian Church, and its 
organization, since the period which lies behind him, 
to date, is one of obscuritytl 

Without question, the very earliest 
extant Christian literature, dealing with the (then) 
present-day problems and the organization of the 
Christian Church from which we can get a conception, 
comprises the letters written by the Apostle Paul. 
"In all probability the first letter to the Christians 
in Thessalonica, and known to us as the First Thess- 
alonians, is the earliest preserved writing of Paul, 
as well as the oldest New Testament epistle. For 
fifteen years or more the author had been a Christian 
missionary engaged 5 vigorous labours in a wide 
variety of fields"2 Paul's letters were written with a 
definite purpose in mind for the welfare of the church 
addressed. Evidently, the spirit with which Paul wrote, 
and the good judgment displayed in dealing with the 
various problems which had arisen in the different 
churches, appealed to the Christians in general. Since, 
"the unique position assigned by the church to Paul's 
letters can be traced back to the age preceding Marcion, 


who drew up and edited collections of the apostle's 
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letters. "The church's collection may have been due to 
self-defense, but the probability is, that as Marcion's 
edition of Luke was constructed out of the Church's 
third Gospel, so his Pauline canon was a similar 
rechauffe of an existing Pauline collection in the 
church. Whether this corpus Paulinum can be dated as 
early as the age of Ignatius (A.D.30-107), or even 
earlier (as Zahn argues), is a question which can only 
be asked,,in the paucity of the available evidence. It 
is hardly that the idea of such a collection occurred 
to Paul, or to anyone during his lifetime, but if the 
church at Philippi was anxious to possess any extant 
letters of Ignatius (The epistle of Polycarp to the 
Philippians, ch.XNIT), it is reasonable to infer that 
a similar desire must have already prompted locel 
collections of Paul's letters long before there was 
any thought of ranking them with the scriptures (II 
Peter 3:16). This would be rendered possible by the 
close communications between churches, not only in one 
district but abroad. What is certain, is that the early 
Christian literature begins for us with Paul's 


correspondence!” 


"Tt is now recognized that in any 
attempt to trace the history of tne Christian Church 


of the Apostolic Age, we must first consult the letters 
SI le att ta a a a 
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of the Apostle Paul. He gives us impressions of events, 
while they are still in the process of hapening; though, 
by themselves, his letters are fragmentary, and without 
the light afforded by the Acts of the Apostles we should 
not be able to estimate their true bearing. Likewise, 
without the Acts of the Apostles, we would not be able 
to place the facts, as we know them from Paul's 
letters, in their right chronologicel order"+ We can 
hardly overestimate the importance of the Acts of the 
Apostles. It is our chief authority for the history 

of the founding of the church, its early growth, and 
such organization as the author felt was essentil to 
reyeal its development. Also, it offers the only 
extant account of the beginnings of the church. It is 
a historical work, based in part upon documents, in 
part upon oral traditions, and largely upon reminis- 
eences of the author, 

"The mein structural feature of the 
latter half of the book of Acts, is the presence of 
four extracts from a diary kept by one of Paul's 
companions. These extracts (Acts 16:10-17; 20:5-15; 
21:1-18; £7:1-28), in which the pronoun 'we' is found 
deserves special notice. The strong case of 
identifying the diarist with the historian simplifies 


the problem of authorship. This shows that the author 
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was at these time in company with Paul. From Paul's 
epistles we candraw up a list of his companiens during 
or shortly after the latter period. The epistles of 

the Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, and Phileomon 
were written during the apostle's first imprisonment in 
Rome, and from them we learn that there were with a - 
Epaphroditus, and Epaphras; Timothy, Tychicus, 
Aristarchus, and Mark; Jesus Justus, Luke, and Demas. 
The first two joined him after his arrival at Rome and 
so are excluded from the claim of authorship of the Acts. 
The next four are excluded by their mention in the Acts, 
Demas by his subsequent abandonment of the apostle (II 
Tim.4:10), and we are left with Jesus Justus and Luke. 
Paul's last epistle, the second to Timothy, written 

from Rome just before the close of his life, gives us 
some further names. Of these some are Roman Christians 
and recent friends of the apostle (Eubulus, Pudens, 
Linus, Claudia); others have appeared in the Acts (Prisca, 
Aguila, Erastus, and Trophimus); and we are left with 
Crescens, Titus, and Luke. Crescens and Jesus Jestus 
may now be eliminated. There is no hind of their having 
been intimate with Paul, or in his company as early as 
the second journey (ch.16). The case is different with 
Titus. He was most intimately connected with the- 
apostle; he was ‘his own child in the faith'; and in 


the intermost circle of Paul's disciples, Titus shared 
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the first place with Timothy. There is indeed no 
direct evidence that he was with Paw) during the 'we' 
periods of the Acts. But he was with the apastle at 
the council in Jerusalem (Gal.2:1), which was just 
before the first period; and we are led on to notice 
the further surprising fact, that this important 
minister of the dpostle is not once mentioned in the 
Acts at aJi. A natural inference. would be, that he 
himself was the author of the hook; this hypothesis 
must be rejected in face of the decisive evidence of 
TI Tim.4:10 "Titus is gone to Dalmatie; only Luke is 
with me! Finding there no rival claimant, we accept 
the voice of tradition which is unanimous in ascrib- 
ing the Gospel and Acts to Luke: and the more readily, 
as there was no other reason why Luke should have 
been selectedatt 

“The 'we' sections have been ascribed 
to a number of Pauk'ts companions, but the evidence 
favors Luke, himself as the eye-witness involved. The 
work as it stands is enonymous, like the Gospel, but 
the name of Luke was associated with both from an 
early date, and with this tradition the mass of vital 
evidence presented in the studies of Hawkins, Ramsey, 
and Harnack agrees'2 We are therefore inclined to 


accept the ancient opinion, and to also accept the 


1.Rackham,R.B.,"The Acts of the Apostles? p.16. 
2.Burch,E.W.,"Abingdom Bible Commentary} p.1095. 
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traditional view of the origin of both the Gospel and 
the Acts. Not alone does the internal evidence of 
the New Testament assist us in the establishment of 
Luke as the author of the Acts of the Apostles, but 
those Christians who followed immedietely after the 
apostles considered Luke as the author. These quoted 
many of the rich sayings of the apostles, made use of 
some of the historical incidents, and referred to it 
(what is now known to us as the Acts of the Apostles), 
as an authentic document; though, not always by name, 
or even the same name when a title is used. 

This may be accounted for in the fact, 
that it was a treatise addressed to an individual, in 
which case the subject metter is considered as the more 
important, and from which the manuscript later 
received its name. "The use of the Acts does not appear 
so early, or so frequently as is true of the Gospels and 
Pauline epistles. The reason is obvious; the epistles 
had a special field, direct from the author to the church 
or an individual, the Gospels made quite a general appeal 
to all, and only gradually would the Acts circulate!® 
Therefore, we are compelled to study the later literature 
and from this we find literary allusions to the contents 


of our Acts of the Apostles, reference made to this 
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document by different names, and the eerly Christien's 
conception of its author. Among these we find that 
Ignatius (A.D.30-107), Justin Martyr (A.D.110-165), and 
Polycarp (A.D.65-100) used many direct quotations, 
historical incidents, and expleinations of vital themes 
‘which are found in the Acts of the Apostles as we now 
have it, without referring to it as a hook, or 
manuscript by a definite name. 

Trenaeus (A4.D.120-202) likewise used 
many long historical quotattons which are found in the 
Acts as we now have it. In practically every case he 
uses the name of the speaker, and the speaker's quotat- 
1on; -as,“Peter, coming,in, said, ‘Of.a.truth I preceive 
that God is no respector of person"(Acts 10:34). He 
contradicts the current opinion of his day, that Paul 
was the only apostle who had knowledge of the truth. 
For this he makes use of the Acts of the Apostles and 
considers Luke as the author, as briefly summarized in 
the following; “If, then, any one shall, from the Acts 
of the Apostles, carefully scrutinize the time concern- 
ing which it is written that he went up to Jerusalem 
on account of the forementioned question, he will find 
these years mentioned by Paul coinciding with it. 

Thus the statement of Paul harmonizes with, and is, as 
it were, identical with, the testimony of Luke 


regarding the apestlest+ irenaeus goes farther than 
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quoting from, and mentioning the title od the Acts of 


the Apostles, he evidently considered it on an equal 
basis with the Gospel of Luke from the following: 
"Thus did the apostles simply, and without respect of 
persons, deliver to all what they had themselves 
learned from the Lord. Thus also does Luke, without 
respect of persons, deliver to us what he has learned 
from them, as he has himself testified saying, "Even 


as they delivered them unto us, who were from the 


’ 
beginning eye-witnesses and ministers of the Word' 

(Acts 20:25). Now if any man set Luke aside, as one 

who did not know the truth, he will (by so acting) 
Manifestly reject the Gospel of which he claims to 

be a disciplet? 

Clement of Rome (A.D.30-100) without 
question considers the Acts of the Apostles as Scripture 
since he incorporates a section of Acts (20:35), which 
is as we now nave it, among other passages of both the 
Old and New Testament Scriptmres.© Tertullian (A.D.145- 
220) evidently was very familiar with, and relied on 
the authenticity of the Acts of the Apostles also. He 


refers to it as the Acts of the Apostles,° writes in 


defense of rh a and apparently considers it as Scripture 
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on an equal basis with the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament. 

Cyprian (A.D.200-258) makes use of a 
term, "Acts of the Apostles? He uses it freely and as 
an established and authentic source throughout his 
writings. The usage of the term evidently is applied 
to a document, which is considered as an authoratative 
record of the attitude, teachings, and practices of the 
apostles after the ascension of Christ, and the part 
they played in the formation of the Primitive Christian 
Church. In his defense of the church, from what he 
considers as heresies, he makes extensive use of the law, 
prophets, and the teachings of Jesus, and very often 
seals his climax by skving pealso in the Acts of the 
Apostles:'It seems good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to 
impose upon you no other purden than those things which 
are necessary"(Acts 15:28). Another of his characteristic 
statements is,"We read in the Acts of the Apostles, 'And 
the multitude of them that believed were of one heart 
and of one soul"(Acts 4:32). Cyprian's quotations from 
the Acts are practically all preceeded either directly, 
or indirectly by,"In the Acts of the Apostles? There 
seems to be no question in relation to the existence of 
such a document by that name, and as authoratative as 


the Old Testament, Synoptic Gospels, or Pauline letters.t 
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Perhaps the most concise and direct 
statement of the Ante-Nicene Fathers, on the Acts of the 
Apostles, and its authorship is that of Pamphilus (A.D. 

-309). He has used the term,"Acts of the Apostles" 
in the writings ascribed to him, "An Exposition on the 
Chapters of the Acts of the Apostles" In his introduct- 
ion we read, "Having had ourselves the advantage of the 
method and model received from our fathers and teachers, 
we attempt, in a modest way, to give these in this 
exposition of the chapters------ - We make this exposit- 
ion therefore, after the history of Luke, the evangelist 
and historian----- mh This outline which the author has 
left to posterity, gives every indication of being an 
excellent and authentic outline of the Acts of the 
Apostles as we now have it. 

"Te Canon of Muratori attest its 
repute as Scripture in the Western Church, like 
Tertullian in the Church of Africa, and Clement in Alex- 
andria. The book was cononized first of all as a 
supplement to the catholic epistles, --to make up for 
the fact that many of the apostles had left no writing 
_behind them. --and, in the second place, as a link 
between the Pauline and the catholic epistles, by way 


of documentary proof that Peul and the twelve were at one? 
SSS ee a a A ice) 


1.Pamphilus,"An Exposition of Acts of Apostles"( Introd) 
2.Moffatt,Jas."Introduction to Literature of N.T"%p.3514. 
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With the above mentioned evidence, we 
are convinced the Acts of the Apostles is unquestionably 
the most authentic document relative to the beginning 
and development of the Primitive Christian Church; 
beginning with its inception near Pentecost 30 A.D.4, 
and extending over a period of something like thirty- 
five or forty years. However, there are differences 
of opinion relative to the period covered by this 
historical document; though the best authoraties do 
differ widely, they keep it well within the first 
century.© 

With the Acts of the Aposties depict- 
ing the historical development of the church, and the 
variety of information relative to the churches in 
general from the epistles of Paul, most of which were 
Dr eten much earlier than the Acts, the remaining first 
century literature of the New Testament, and such other 
literature as the Didache, the:Epistle of Barnabas, and 
etc in so far as they are worthy of consideration, will 
be used in seeking information relative to the 
organization of the Primitive Christian Church. 
l.Acts of the Apostles 1:15. 

«.Rackham,R.B.,"The Acts of the Apostles? p.65. 
Ramsey, "Paul,the Traveler & Roman Gitizen} p.cd. 
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Moffatt,Jas.,"Introduction to Literature of N.T"%p.3le. 
Streeter,B.H.,"The Primitive Church} p.lc. 
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CHAPTHR II 


The Usage of the Term Church in the Apostolic Age 


The author of the Acts of the 
Avosties reflects that the earliest believers in Jesus 
as the Messiah, were spoken of when assembled as the 
church.1 Though, the earliest extant writings of the 
New Testament revealing this fact are those of Paul. 
However, the church had been in existence practically 
two decades when the first mention of it is made in his 
first letter to the church at Thessalonica.©< Evidently, 
it was the expansion of the church that made the first 
Christian writings necessary, as a substitute for the 
living presence of the great apostle. From his writings 
which we have preserved, we get a conception of these 
more or less isolated groups having a similar belief in 
~ Jesus as the Messian. During the decade following the 
writing of the first letters of Paul to the church at 
Thessalonica, at least ten letters which we can ascribe 
confidently to Paul have been preserved. In.each of 
these letters he uses the term "church" in practically 
the same sense throughout. By a chronological study 
of these letters, if there is any variation detected, it 
is not in the meaning of the term, but in the recognition 
of a more complex orgenization of the church.% Following 
the other writers of the New Testement, we find it used 


by James (2:14), in the third Epistle of Joan, and also 
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very freely used and specifically applied by the author 
of the book of Revelation (1:4f). The author of the 
First Gospel quotes Jesus as using the term ‘church! 
The sections in which the term "church" is found (Matt. 
16:18; 18:17), and the place assigned the church have 
presented unusual difficulties to scholars, and some 
widely divergent views are held, both concerning its 
genuineness and its real meaning. However, every 
indication is, that the term "church* was neither a new 
or unknown term at this time, and could have been used 
by Jesus, and understood by those who listened to him, 
The. author of the Acts of the Apostles could feel. 
perfectly free’ to apply the term *church*® to the early 
believers in Jesus as the Messiah, when they were 
assembled (2:47), as the following will reveal it was 
a known term. 

Among the Hebrew people the term 
church or "Ekklesia" was known and used, having had a 
long and pre-Christian origin. Practically throughout 
the history of the Greek world, and well into the 
Apostolic Age, as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles,1l 
"ekklesia" was the term used to designate the reguler 
and special assembly of the whole body of citizens in a 
free city state. The term literally meant, the whole 
body of citizens called together by the herald for the 
discussion, or decision od social, political or 


business matter. 
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In the Greek of the Septuagint we find 
they used the word “ekklesia” to translate the Hebrew 
term "kahal which in the Old Testament usage is under- 
stood to be, the community of Israel assembled for 
religious worship, as in Joshua (6:35), "There was not 
a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua did 
not read before the assembly of Israel" 

In the New Testament we find the 
term "ekklesia" employed in the Old Testament sense by 
Stephen, where ne describes Moses as, "He that was in 
the church (R.V.congregation) in the wilderness" (Acts 
7:38). The term therefore comes into the Primitive 
Christian Church usage with like associations for the 
Greek and Hebrew. To the Greek it would suggest a self 
governing democratic society, to the Hebrew a 
Theocratic society whose members were the subjects of a 
heavenly king. The pre-Christian usage of the term has 
a direct bearing upon its Christian meaning; for the 
"“ekktesia" of the New Testament, in its ideals, is a 
Theocratic democracy, a society of those who are free 
but are always conscious that their freedom springs 


from their obedience to their king.+ 


The adoption of the term church did 


not iwply the abandonment of the ideas suggestea by 


l.Lambert,J.C.,"International Standard Bible Encycl® 
p-651. 
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the conception of the kingdom. The "kingdom" and the 
"church" are closely related, ,»et the two are not to 

be immediately identified. "The kingdom is a wider 
conception than the church: it denotes the rule or the 
Supremacy of God in human hearts and human afiairs in 
all man's relationship (family, social, civic, 
commercial, national, and etc), leaving nothing out. 
But in keeping with the thought,'Thy will be dane on 
earth as in heaven"(Matt.6:10). The church on the other 
hand may be described as the visible expression of the 
Kingdom on earth in the association of its members for 
direct religious ends - worship, mutual edification and 
etc. That it lay in the plan of Jesus to found such a 
society may surely be inferred from his action in the 
choice and training of the apostles (Matt.1G:eff); 

from instructions and commission given to them(Matt.10: 
1ff), and from the direction to wait for the outpouring 
of the spirit (Acts 1:4,5)!1 Yet, we nave no record 

of the plan of Jesus farther than this; he leaves his 
trained disciples free for the development of the 
church and the continuation of nis work as varying 


conditions might suggest. 
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1.0Orr,Jas.,"History & Literature of Barly Church}p.c0. 
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CHAPTER III 


The Organization of the Primitive Christian Church 


For information relative to the 
organization of the Primitive Christian Church, we are 
compelled "to begin with the Book of Acts, not because 
it wes the earliest written, but because it alone 
records the history of the Christian Body during the 
two decades following the death of Jesus?1 From this 
we get the conception of the community of believers in 
Jesus as the Messiah. This depicts them in an upper 
room in the city of Jerusalem, “may have been the home 
of Mary, the mother of John Mark which is mentioned in 
Acts 12:12"* one hundred and twenty in number, of 
which the aposties formed the nucleus, and these were 
all waiting together in prayer /9 This Pre-Pentecostal 
assembly, waiting in prayer and oneness of spirit gives 
us the first picture of the church life among the 
primitive Christians, and goes far into the expalination 
of the following events; though, we do not meet with the 
term ‘church! until after the historical account of 


Pentecost, but when we do, it is spoken of as an 
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1.McCown,"The Promise of His Coming! -.169. — 
2.Burch,"The Abingdon Bible Commentary} p.1096. 
3.Acts 1:12-10. 
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existing assembly similar to the Pre-Pentecostal 
assembly. "Tne oldest manuscripts agree in omitting - 
‘to the church! - and the literal rendering of the more 
authoratative text is, ' And the Lord added day by day 
together such as were in the way of salvation!1l 
This Pre-Pentacostal Assembly 

apparently becomes conscious that Jesus is no longer 
dead. Feter acting as spokesman, takes council with 
the larger group, prondsés that the apostolic circle, 
broken by the defection of Judas Iscariot, should be 
restored (vy.15r). He reviews the treachery of Judas 
in guiding the foes of Jesus out to Gethsemane that 
fateful night, and quotes scripture to justify their 
filling the place left vacant by the death of Judas 
(vv.16-20). The successor of Judas was chosen from 
among eyewitnesses of Jesus’ ministry (vv.22,25). In 
this first assembly of believers in Jesus as the 
Messiah, there are no indications of an organization. 
"Jesus left his believers free, so that the body 
which they assumed might be created by the spirit 
which inspired it. Great value thus attaches to the 
freedom of Christianity from a fixed constitution. 
The genius of the religion was not fettered, but was 
left pliable, so that it could freely embody itself 


in any type of organization which varying conditions 


oe came pe eee ee eed 


l.Lumby,"The Cambridge Bible} pages 50,51. 
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might suggest. We cannot assume that in the primitive 
Church the apostles were entrusted with power of 
government, but they were the natural leaders and 
inevitably held a position of high moral authority? 
"There is as yet little sign of 
organization, they were all together, their character- 
istic was cleaving steadfastly to the Lord and to one 
another in constant prayer ( This close adhesion is a 
regular mark of church life as is indicated in Acts 2: 
42; 46, 6:4; 8:13). Such prayer included regular 
attendance at the temple worship, but no doubt the upper 
chamber was still a center for reunion among themselves!< 
Out of this Pre-Pentecostal Assembly 
came forth courageous and consecratec spirits ready, 
"When the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place"? but not as an organization 
outside of the established religion of Judea. 
Apparently they were exceedingly loyal to their religion 
and to its special days and feasts. "They no doubt soon 
after dawn on the morn of Pentecost attended the temple 
service for the morning sacrifice, and in a body they 
returned to their upper room, and abstained from eating 


and drinking, not breaking their fast till fourth hour. 


1.Peake,"Commentary of the Bible} p.645. 
2.Rackham,"The Acts of the Apostles} p.10. 
5.Acts 2:1. 
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during this period of meditation, 'they were filled 
with the Holy Spirit'(Acts 2:4), which manifested 
itself in the body of the one hundred and twenty. 
Among these a transformation takes place, they become 
new creatures, all fear of the Jew is gone, its the 
beginning of the new spiritual life of the cnurch, its 
second virthy? 

Peter as spokesman for the apostles, 
proclaims boldly to the multitude that "these are not 
drunken as ye supposed"(2:15), and when, therefore, he 
ascribes it to the Spirit of God, and when he cited the 
passage from the prophet which was obviously fulfilled 
before their eyes, they could not but see that he was 
bight. They could see too, that the prediction 
involved much more than they were then witnessing; for 
it contemplated an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, not 
only on the men then before them, but on "all flesh? 
"The Christian dispensation comes to fulfil the words 
of the older apocalyptist, Joel, ‘And it shall come to 
pass afterward, that I will pour out of my spirit upon 
all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy!” 

The work of the church has begun, 


Peter makes known the exalted Christ (2:36), hearers 


1.Rackham, "The Acts of the Apostles} p.15. 
2.McCown,"The Promise of His Coming? p.10c. 


= 


hetastinem dotdw ,( a: atps)! skriage 


4 


»+Udnsws boa bs thaua sue said to yvbod. oft nk -tloed 


b 


tom ats aseit" sadt abut ts ium ony o2 vtbLod ath 2 £00 a 


a) 


ballitl Cut wlavolvdo asw cotcw 3 sito oid mort saaRe 
401 j;gntaaensiw aisdit es1ow yet madi stom om bavioval 
Jon tha: {a 4 ick ext to gat wogs sro ns DetelumsJneo 
ahbtow eit [Lifut 03 esdeo noltaenogaib asisatam 


mogy gitige yrto to woq Lilw I jedd ,buawieits 


~iwasd aad dowro odd to arow sat 


azstsen ,{(S5:3) fetal betiexe sft nwomt eoxem 1968 


L.q YasisacgA ont To BioA on?" , msblosh. | 
f 


2G 
.S0L.q SgntucdD ath to seimotl off" ,nwodolls 


Hoilit siaw yots? ,wolsasiibem te boissq atdt sata 


a) 


fisda etesdgush woy bis enoa iv0y bns jdieelt i 


loK sad Ae 


y 


emoosd Yam? ,gsalq aesxed notiamiolanes) « 9aad3 anoms 
oft gtk ,shog at wat ant te 7ast {fs asmsseto wil 

ad t iota edt 20 S8tii tauti-tige wen ont To giladiged 
| iitvid  bneoes 


selteogs eft tot aemasdoya as 19tsT - ~*~ a 


ga 


si ,stTotstats ,nsiiw bn [21:8] "bosouqua ay as nedawab 


edt wad io ei nodw bas ,bod to sizigqe ens of Fi aout 49a6 


Baw. sil dani soa sud gon Hisoo yads ,a9X9 thot ore tse 


sotsotbssg ot tansy ,ooc 398 blues Yent -Jitg hs 


J 


tdaolt fiat m6 Tid ,Meds stolsd Awad Rom ois Oo Yim 


ot amoo Lisa ti bnA’ ,Lo0% ,aitqyisoous 19dfo sit 


32 


are impressed by the message and manner of Peter, 
supported by his fellow witnesses. "Their conviction 
was so deep that it demanded immediate council from 
the speaker (2:37). The conditions laid down by 
Peter seemed to be; first, repentance, then baptism. 
They must take the right attitude toward Jesus the 
Messiah and they must identify themselves with this 
movement----, and about three thousand joined the 
movement that day 

In this Primitive Christian Church, 
the spirit of brother-hood predominates, "having all 
things in common"(2:44), to such an extent that a 
communistic system is inaugurated (2:46), apparently 
which was only a temporary measure, and daily there 
were additions to the church (2:47). Within a few 
days five thousand men came into the church (4:4), 
those who had possessions disposed of them and laid 
the proceeds at the apostles’ feet: and distribution 
was made unto every man according as he had needs" 
(4:35). This appears to be one of the characteristics 
of the Primitive Christian Church, and was entirely 
voluntary on the part of those coming into the church. 
"The writer considers the community of goods as a 


means to an end, not as a cardinal element in the 


— 
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1.Rackham,"The Acts of the Apostles? p.15. 
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growing Christian Church. The emphasis here (vv.32- 
57) is upon the unanimity , the unselfishness, the 
brotherly love of its members, and upon the public 
ministry carried on (v.33, marked as it was by power 
and gracett 

With the church now numbering 
thousands; ,et there are no indications of an organ- 
ization, or of an officer directing the affairs of 
this multitude. The apostles appear to be only 
teachers and counselors, more out of experience than 
of delegated authority. The absence of an 
organization may be accounted for in the fact, since 
they continued in the temple worship, that they had 
considered themselves Jews in the ideal sense, and 
not a separate body outside of Judaism, which 
conception seems to be held by others. 

"Their recognition of Jesus as the 
Messiah did not result in their neglect of the rules 
and ceremonies of Judaism, nor make them less zealous 
than before for the religion of their fathers. They 
continued to discharge their various religious duties 
that devolved upon them as Jews, including their 
participation in the temple worship and in the offer- 
ing of the regular daily sacrifices fAotbaes see 0214; 
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1.Burch,"The Abingdom Bible Commentary} p.1100.— 
2.McGiffert,"History of Christianity in Apostolic Age}64, 
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"To the outside world it ( The 
Primitive Christian Church) appeared simply as the 
formation of a new sect within Judaism. At a later 
date it is explicitly called,'tne sect of the Nazarenes' 
(Acts 24:5; 14; 28:22). There was nothing schismatical 
in this, since any ten Jews could form a synagogue (6:9), 
so long as they did not openly conflict with the 
ordinary life of Judaism. Their chief difference was, 
the, addeu to the common belief of the Messiah. These 
were not in any sense a society formed by men for their 
own edification. From the first they regarded them- 
selves as a supernatural society, formed by an act of 
Goat 

Within the Christian community 
itself, two incidents break the harmony: the first was 
the attempt of Ananias and Sapphira to pose before the 
brethren as having devoted their entire property to the 
cause, when in reality they gave only a portion (Sst L1.) ; 
which was an offense against the very spirit of the 
community. The second was the complaint which arose 
among the Greek speaking Jews, that the widows 
belonging to their part of the community were being 
neglected in the daily ministration of supplies (6:1-6). 


This crisis in the community demanded immediate 


1.Bicknell,"A Commentary of the Holy Scriptures? 
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attention, the apostles responded readily and called 
such assistance as they deemed both necessary and 
capable (6:2-6), while others volunteered to render 
assistance (5:6,10). Various conceptions have been 
advanced concerning "the younger men" who apparently 
assisted of their own volition, and the seven who were 
chosen to serve. The former will receive our immediate 
consideration. 

"A development of organization seems 
to be implied in the mention of 'the younger men! 
apparently a body of men devoted to such offices as 
burying. Some such ministers the community must have 
needec. A slightly different word however is used in 
verse ten. 'The younger men' was the usual term for 
adults as distinct from the specifically ‘elder men! 
Thus the word, if it is to be pressed, may imply the 
existance of a body of elders or presbyterst? 
Authorities differ widely as to whether these"younger 
men" were officials and a part of the beginning of the 
organization of the Primitive Christian Church, or just 
"the younger men" among the @hristian community and no 
part of an organization other than that of Judaism. 

"Some have suggested that'the younger 


men' were persons connected with the church whose 
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1.Rackham,"Thne Acts of the Apostles} p.67. 
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business it was to take charge of funerals. But it 
seems likely that, at a time when assistance had not 
been provided to relieve the apostles from ‘serving 
tables' and distributing funds to those who were needy 
(6:1-4), there should already have been an organization 
for this less pressing necessity. The Greek word used 
here is not the same as in verse ten, and this 
variation seems to show that 'the younger men' were not 
in an official position, but were only the most able 
physically to preform such an office as is here 
describedt! ‘The weight of authority seems to rest with 
the latter view. Since the Christian community retained 
their connection with the synagogues (6:9), no need of 
special organization of their own was felt. In fact, it 
would have implied a breach with Judaism, which as yet 


was foreign to their thoughts. 


The Selection of the Seven 


The complaint of the Hellenist to 
the apostles suggested the need of some definite 
arrangement to meet the immediate difficulty within 
the Christian Community (6:1-6). Two very distinct 


conceptions are drawn from plans suggested by the 
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1.Lumby,"The Cambridge Bible} pages 56,57. 
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apostles and approved of and entered into by the 
Christian Community. The first is: The seven selected 
were officials, known as deacons in the Primitive Christ- 
jan Church, an organization apparently outside of 
Judaism. The second is: The seven were selected to 
render an immediate and vital service in the Primitive 
Christian Church, with no thought at that time of being 
an establisned official. The former view will receive 
our consideration first. 

"Deacons first appear in the sixth 
chapter of Acts, under the title of 'the seven! and 
a. verwards repeatedly in Phil.l:l1, I Tim.3:2,8, 12. It 
had, like the presbyterate; a precedent in the Jewish 
Synagogue, which usually employed three officers for 
the care of the poor (See Lightfoot, Hor.Hebr. ad Act., 
6:3). The diaconate grew out of a special emergency in 
the congregation of Jerusalem, in consequence of the 
complaint of the Hellenist, or Greek Jews, against the 
Hebrews, or Palestinian Jews, that their widows were 
neglecteat 

Our author appears to deduct his 
conclusion from " a precedent in the Jewish synagogue, 
Which usually employed three officers for the care of 


the poor” and from the fact that he finds the term 


1.Schaff,P."Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge? 
Schaff-Herzog, Vol.I, p.615-615. 
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"deacon" referred to by Paul in a letter to the church 
at Philippi at a much later date, From every indication 
our author is assuming too much; since the duty which 

is assigned to the seven is quite specific, while no 
reference is made to the duty of the deecons mentioned 
in the Philipyian letter. Again, the author of First 
Timothy refers to the moral fitness, as one of the 
qualifications for the office of deacon and no definite 
duty is assigned. 

A somewhat wider and more liberal 
view is taken by Neander in relation to the development 
of the diaconate. From the following we get his 
conception; "As the apostles declared they were averse 
from being cistracted in their purely spiritual 
development of prayer and preaching tne word vy the dis- 
tribution of money, we may reasonably infer that even 
before this time, they had not engaged in such business, 
but had transferred it to other persons appointea for 
the purpose. Still earlier in Acts(5:6,10), we find 
mention of persons under the title of "young men} who 
consider such an employment as carrying a corpse out of 
the Christian Assembly for buriel as belonging to their 
office, so that they seem to have been no other than 


deacons. And as the title of ‘young’ stands in 
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contrast with that of elders in the church, the 
existance of servants of the shine ot (deacons), and of 
ruling elders, seems here to be equally pointed outwt 
Rackham is somewhat in accord with 
the latter, of the above conceptions. He thinks "A 
development of organization seems to be implied in the 
mention of the 'young men} apparently a body of men 
devoted to such offices as burying. Some such 
ministers the community must have needed. A slightly 
different word however is used in verse ten, and 
‘younger men' was the usual term for adults as distinct 
from the specifically ‘elder men' (as in Luke 22:26; 
‘I Peter 5:1,5; I Tim.5:1; Tit.2:2,6).° 
Our author seems to be seeking an 

early organization of the church when the account (Acts 
5:1-11) does not imply such a thing. It seems unlikely 
that, at a time when assistance had not been provided 
to relieve the apostles from "serving tables" and 
distributing funds to those who needed (6:1-4), there 
should have been an organization for this less pressing 
need. "The Greek word here is not the same as in verse 
ten, and this variation seems to show that the ‘young 


ment were not in an official position, but were only 


rR ner nt 


1.Neander,"Planting & Training of the Church] p.7<. 
£.Rackham,"The Acts of the Apostles}? p.67. 
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the most able physically to preform such an office as 
is here describeatt 

The selection of the "seven" has 
given rise to Many conceptions, as to their place in 
the Christian Church at that time. The conviction 
held by Carlyle is that, "The Christian Church in 
Jerusalem recognized the paramount obligetion of the 
maintainance of the poor brethren, and it is worthy of 
notice that the first officers of the Christian 
community of whose appointment we have direct mention, 
are the seven who were appointed to carry out the 
Ministration of the church to the poor widows of the 
community!~ This is in keeping with the Biblical 
account, he does not try to find a precedent in Judaisn, 
or a title for "the seven" from an office existing in 
the church at a much later date. 

Rackham differs somewhat in this, 
since he seeks for a precedence in Judaism in the 
following manner: "The Jews had a fund for the relief of 
the widows and orphans (II Macc.111.10), and the church 
could not but provide for her own. The widows formed 
a recognized body in the church. Precedent for this 
was to be found in the appointment of the seventy elders 
by Moses (Num.11:16;25), and of the seventy by the Lord 


(luke 10:1). It was a short-coming in the church, 
sets ssestisaiisienbmea ciate nein 
l.Lumby,"The Caibridge Bible? p.57. 


2.Carlyle,"Hasting's Dictionary of Apostolic Church" 
Vol.t. 
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which however was overruled for good, and given occasion 
for a picture of tne first apostolic ordination. In 

the Old Testement, ordination was accompanied with the 
laying on of hands, the usual form of blessing, as when 
Moses appointed Joshua to be his successor.+ This was 
also practiced by Jews ,* and now by the apestles of Jesus.° 
But in the Christian Church the power and authority by 
which ministry is exercised, is that of the Holy Spirit, 
then, is conveyeu by the laying on of the apostles’ hands. 
For as yet the apostles, being the sole officers were the 
only possessors of the charisma necessary for ruling, and 
only by their hands could it be conveyed to others ~* 
(cp.8:14-16). Another question arises, to what office 
were they ordained? The almost universal tradition of 
the church, going back at least as far as Irenaeus, he 
sees in them the first deacons. Though, were ‘the 
seven! deacons? It is in reality too early in the 
history of the church, to put the question in such a 
direct shape, and so far as a definite answer can be 
given, we should be inclined to say, thay they certainly 
were not deacons in the subseghent technical sense. 

They were never called deacons in the Acts, their 
official title is ‘the seven! appinted ‘over this 
business! to superintend and beer the responsibility in 
the place of the apostles!” 


L.Num.28:25. 2.Mark 10;16.  deActs 6:6. 
4,Rackham,"The Acts of the Apostles! p.81-384. 
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Regerdless of whether the appointment 
of “the seven" grew out of a precedent in Judaism, or 
sprang out of an immediate need as stated in (Acts 6:1-6), 
we find here the first indication of a movement tending 
toward organization for conservation, harmony, and 
extension; but the term deacon is not applied to "the 
seven" in the Book of Acts. Nevertheless, by the later 
church traditions they are constantly regarded as the 
earliest deacons, and Irenaeus specifically states that 
stephen was a deacon in the following, "And still further, 
Stephen, who was chosen the first deacon by the apostles, 
end who, of ali men, was the first to follow the foot- 
steps of the martyrdom of the Lord, being the first that 
was slain for confessing Christ!+ go strong was this 
feeling that "the seven" were the first deacons, that in 
some churches the number of deacons were’ limitea.to 
seven.” Regardless of the later developments, the 
institution of which was : purely spontaneous develop- 
ment, brought into existance because there was an 
immediate and vital need which was wholly new. However, 
there are no indications that this movement tending 


toward an organization was to be something permenant; 


probably this was a temporary organization, scatterea 


ee ere 


1. Irenaeus, "Irenaefis Against Heresies?Bk.5,ch.1<,v.10. 
2.Robertson, "Encyclopaedia Biblica} Vol.1I,p.1039. 
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by the persecution which was fatal to Stephen, and 
never re-established since we find no mention has of 
it. later.on, 

A similar conception is held by 
Bicknell. He thinks "The appointment of "the seven! 
(Acts 6:1-6) was an emergency measure. There was not 
any idea of founding a ministry that should last 
throughout the ages---. ‘The initiative lies with the 
apostles (v.2). The action is that of the whole church 
in the power of the Spirit---. In the church, as in any 
organization, the putting forth of a new organ to meet a 
new need is a sign of vitality. The title deacon is 
never used, though the very form from which the name 
deacon is derived is employed. We must not expect at 
this time and under these conditions to find definite 
titles for specialized officials'1l 

Hill sees in this Messianic community 
only a temporary arrangement. "The two dominant 
features of the church life at this time, were a 
constant recognition of the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
and an eager expectation of the coming of Christ. These 
combined created a religious enthusiasm, a consciousness 
of Divine guidance, and a subordination of temporal 


matters, which account for the deep spiritual life and 
eae ternyeuenrttpneseeenenesetnetttegeneneptenerch eres eR sins c E TST TED 
1.Bicknell,"A New Commentary on the Holy Scriptures?354l. 
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thought of the Christians. These caused an indifference 
to outward forms, fixed rules, and human authorityt+ of 
their organization we have so far had little trace, only 
what would apply to a temporal matter. We have no 
evidence that the Christian Community differed much from 
Judaism in general at this time, such as would mark them 
out as a formal church of believers in Jesus as the 
Messiah, from their fellow-countrymen. Though, by the 
method of this Christian Community, in selecting men 
(as in Acts 6:1-6) during a crisis, we find an example 
of how regular church officers might have been created 
at a later patos 

Evidently much has been assumed in 
trying to identify "the seven" with either the office, 
or the title of "deacon" which is found in the church 
at a much later date. There are no indications that "the 
seven" can be identified with the office and function of 
deacon for the following reasons: they are not called 
deacons by Luke; they are not referred to as such by 
any of the New Testament writers; and there are no 
indications that there were ever deacons in the church 
in Jerusalem. 

Tt is to be noticeu also, that the 


duties assigned to "the seven" were not permenant, 


1.Hill,"The Apostolic Age? p.550. 
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neither were they identical with the functions 
discharged by the deacons of whom we read in Leta de keds 
I Tim.3:£,8,12,13) the latter part of the first century, 
The former were put in charge of almsgiving at the 
first, and some of the se (Acts 6:7-7:60; 8:5-40) soon 
became evangelists outside of the church confined to 
Jerusalem; while the latter, as early as we are able 
to secure data, acted simply as bishop's assistants.+ 
Since nothing more is mentioned of 
the remaining five, of the original committee of seven 
serving in this capacity (acts 6:3), our conception is 
that the seven were nothing more than a temporary 
committee, served only a temporary purpose, and can not 
be considered as deacons or officials in the Primitive 


Christian Church.< 


Officers of the Primitive Christian Church 


While the Primitive Christian Church 
is confined to Jerusalem and its immediate surrounding, 


there is no mention made by Luke of officials other 


1."Constitution of the Holy Apostles} 
(Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol.VII, p.4i10). 
2.a.McGiffert,"The Apostolic Age? p.77-79 
b.Streeter, "The Primitive Church} p.77- 78. 
c.Allen,"Tne Christian Constitution) p.<6. 
d.Scott, "The Beginning of the Church? p.144,140. 
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than the apostles who have been the prime movers in the 
church since its inception, and but few indications of 
an organization implied. However, following the 
persecution which began with the preaching of Stephen 
(Acts 6:9), which caused all of the disciples, with the 
exceptions of the apostles, to be driven from Jerusalem 
(Acts 8:1), and later when these persecuted and 
scattered disciples are eventually settled as groups 
in various places outside of Jerusalem, and the ir 
relationship is reestablished with the church in the 
city of Jerusalem, then we get some conception of the 
organization of the Primitive Christizn Church. 

From the Book of Acts (11:19-24) we 
learn that Barnabas is sent by the Primitive Church in 
Jerusalem, to visit the outlying groups of disciples 
as far away from Jerusalem as Antioch. Later prophets 
come to Antioch from Jerusalem, one of them by the 
name of Agabus predicts a great famine which will spread 
over the whole world, his prediction is accepted and the 
disciples without exception make contributions in 
proportion to their means, and sent it to the elders in 
Jerusalem by Barnabas and Saul. Therefore, from this 
we learn, as early as this there are in the Primitive 
Christian Church in Jerusalem, apostles, prophets, 


and elders. Barnabas seems to hold an important place, 
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but no title is given as in the case of Agabus.1 

There are no definite indications 
that Barnabas is an official. He merely acts in the 
capacity of a delegate for the elder church, as it 
manifests a brotherly feeling and a conciliatory spirit 
toward tne younger church in Antioch"« Apparently he 
is chosen for his qualifications. "He is a native of 
Cyprus (Acts 4:36) and would most likely be well known 
to the Cyprians who were preaching at Antioch'*® He had 
aligned himself early with those who believing in Jesus 
as the Messiah (Acts 4:36,37), and his long experience 
with the aposites and the early church in Jerusalem, 
would make hin the logical disciple for this mission. 
Since he was surnamed Barnabas by the apostles, which 
literally means 'sin of exhortation} a Hebraism for one 
noted as an exhorter. The name was given to him on 
account of his superiority in hortatory addresses. This 
is a power much rarer among public speakers than logical 
or didactic force, and it has been highly prized 
throughout ali the history of the church!* In describ- 
ing the work of Barnabas in Acts 1lls<S, the verb used, 
‘exhorted! is that from which the noun in this very is 


derived, and is akin to the term 'Paraclete} which is 


Pacts Lite 7,28. 

2.Rackheam,"The acts of the Apostles} p.168, 

3.a.-Lumby,"The Acts of the Apostles} p.146. 
b.Rackham,"Tne Acts of the Apostles! p.168. 

4.McGarvey, "New Commentary on Acts} p.8c. 
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s0 often translated 'Comforter' when applied to the 

Holy Spirit, but rendered ‘advocate! in I John 2:1 

when used in the intercession of Jesus.! "Luke is our 
best authority, and he interprets Barnabas as 'sog of 
paraclesis! Paraclesis was a spiritual giit, closly akin 
to, but distinct from frophecy and teaching. Its meaning 
is shewn by the work of the Holy Spirit, who is the 
paraclete. A paraclete is one whom we ‘call to our side! 
to help us by its advocacy or otherwise. And s0 
paraclesis denotes the Spiritual help which Christians 
render. to one another. At one time it may take the form 
of exhortation, at another of comfort or consolation. 

The best equivalent, which will cover both elements, is 
encouragement. In this power of help, Barnabas 

excelled, and we find him exercising it at Antioch 
together with the kindred gifts of prophecy and teaching 
(Acts 11:23-26),* and at a later date Luke does specific- 
ally place the name of Barnabas at the head of a list 

of five who are known as prophets and teachers (Acts 13:1). 
It is simpler to consider them as one body of rulers, 
who both prophesied and taught - they were the rabbis of 


the Christian Community. 


iB] 


l.Lumby,"The Acts of the Apostles} p.Sc. 
2.Rackham, "The Acts of the Apostles} p.65,64. 
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Apostles in the Church in Jerusalem 


The first of the above mentioned, 
wgich might be considered as officials in the Primitive 
Christian Churfh in Jerusalem, is that of the apostle, 
though these give way as time passes. Luke reveals 
the fect that Jesus himself bestowed this title upon 
the twelve (Luke 6:13), ‘every indication is that the 
term apostle is entirely new, it is similar in meaning 
to angel, and is found only once in the Greek Old 
Testament (I Kings 14:6). The original qualification 
of an apostle seems to have been, that he should have 
seen the Lord, and have been his witness (Luke 24:48; 
Acts 1:8). This was also one of the qualifications 
mentioned by Feter, when the place made vacant by 
Judas was filled (Acts 1:2l1).+ It is probable that 
Barnabas, Jemes the Lord's brother, and many others 
among the disciples were qualified in as far as they 
were witnesses to the resurrection (I Cor.15:5-7). 
peter ent ions a former yualification for the office of 
apostle as a prerequisite to the witness of the 
resurrection, The one to be chosen is “from among 
men who have been with us all the time that Jesus, our 


Master, went in and out emong us - from his beptism 


te eel 


1.Maclean, "Encyclopaedia of Religion & Ethics? 
Vol.VIII,y.659. 
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by John down to that day on which he was teken from 
u-- so one must be found to join us as a witness of 
his resurrection (Acts 3:21). "Such an essential 
qualification, extending over a period of years and 
also requiring endurance and persecution, would very 
naturally make the number from whom choice could be 
made, a very small] onetl No direct mention is made 
of others being apostles while the original eleven 
apostles and Matthias remain in Jerusalem. There 
is an ancient tradition according to Clement of 
Alexandria, to the effect that "after twelve years 
(they were to) go out into the world, lest any should 
say, 'we have not heard*© This jacks support, but the 
fact of the disciples remaining for twelve years in 
Lerusalem can hardly have been invented, and is in keep- 
ing with the conception of our best authorities.© 
These drastic qualifications for the 
office of apostle are modified soon after the apostles 
leave Jerusalem, Trenaeus in his writings ageinst 
heresis, says “After the twelve apostles, our Lord is 
found to have sent seventy others before him"4 


implying that the seventy were apostles also. 


1.Lumby,"The Cambridge Bible} p.1é. 

2.Clement of Alexandria, "Ante-Nicene Fathers"Vol.II. 

3.a,Harnack, "Expansion of Chriestianity?Vol.I,p.49. — 
b.Bicknell,"A Commentary of the Eoly Scriptures?So0. 

4.Irenaeus,"Trenaeus Against Heresies} VOL. 1ts4 oC en 
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Likewise, Tertullian when writing of Jesus and his 
apostles says,"He chose also seventy other missionaries 
(apostles) besides the twelvest Our concern is not 
with this later development, under Paul and the sub- 
apostolic writers, but the qualifications and function 
of the apestles before they go out from the Primitive 
Christian Church in Jerusalem. 

After the ascension of Jesus they 
assume the responsibility at the first assembly of 
believers in Jerusalem (Acts 1:]5,16), the explainat- 
ion of the behavior of their brethren on Pentecost 
(2:14f), the revealing of Jesus as Messiah to the 
multitude of Jewish faith assembled in Jerusalem (£362) 
and the instruction of theose who had accepted Jesus 
(2:42). "Their office at this time included 
aiplicitly ali of the offices which have evelved out of 
their work, and are now considered as officers in the 
church. By degrees their various duties have been 
communicated to others, with the exception of one gift, 
which has heen reserved as the special ‘differentia' of 
apostolic authority: which was through the laying on of 


hands, the Holy Spirit was givent® With the death of 


ern TS 


1.Tertullian, "Tertullian Against Marcion? ch.<4. 
2.Rackham,"The Acts of the Apostles? p.9g1. 
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James, the brother of John (12:2), the apostles retire 
from the Primitive Christian Church in Jerusalem, and 
“James, apparently becomes the head of the church (Acts 
£2327 )0+ He is later described as presiding over the 
council in Jerusalem (15:13), receiving the report of 
Paul (21:18), and later recognized as one of tne 
pillars of the church (Gal.2:9); thus ne seems to have 
been the head of the church, and it was natural that 
Peter, from every indication the only apostle remein- 
ing Jerusalem, should send to him the first information 
of his deliverance before taking leave, closing the 


work and the period of the apostles in the Primitive 


Christian Church in Jerusalem. 


Prophets in the Church in Jerusalem 


That there should be prophets in the 
church in Jerusalem was but the fulfillment of prophecy 
of Joel, which Peter quoted in his Pentecostal sermon 

; 
Pos LP). Again a similar conception is brought out in 
Peter's course of instructions to Cornelius (10:43). 
However, this may have a wider meaning, and include the 


prophets who are in the primitive church and mentionea 


1.Bicknell1,"A New Commentary of Holy Scriptures p.351. 
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later (11:27). Peter's probable purpose was not to 
indicate a primary reliance on the prophets (of his 
day), but to show that instead of being a new 

promise coming from Jesus alone, it was an old one 
taught generally in the Old Testement!1 ‘The former 
quotation of Peter implies that the office of prophet, 
with its corresponding duties was carried over from 
Judaism, and that "the New Testament conception of a 
prophet is precisely that of the Old Testament © 
though nothing is mentioned of their duties and 
achievements, prior to the coming of prophets from 
Jerusalem to Antioch (11:27), but at a much later date, 
when the Christian movement has gone beyond the 
confines of Jerusalem, the prophets rank next to the 
apostles, and are regarded with them as the foundation 
upon which the church is built (Eph.2:20). The 
earliest conceptions we are able to get of the prophets 
of the primitive church, are those made mention of 
outside of Jerusalem, as at Antioch (Acts 11:27,28). 
It is without question the "early believers actually 
did appropriate to themselves the form and well knit 
frame of Judaism, developed at first out of the 


synagogues with their proselytes and adherents" 
————— 


1.McGarvey,*New Commentary of Acts} p.cls. 
2.Purves,*The Apostolic Age} p.105. 
3.Harnack,"The Expansion of Cinigtlanity? Vol. I. 
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and thus the office and function of prophet, and like- 
wise that of elder, early and naturally have become a 


part of the Primitive Christian Church in Jerusalem. 


Flders in the Church in Jerusalem 


Immediately following the mention 
of prophets coming from Jerusalem to Antioch to 
reveal a coming femine, Luke implies that the 
disciples in Antioch readily believed in the 
‘prediction of Agabus, one of the prophets to such an 
extent that they sent such as they were abie, to “tne 
elders” in Jerusalem (11:30). This is the first 
Eantion-of the term "elder" in the history of the 
Christian church.! luke makes mention of"the brethren 
which dwell in Judea? but his specifically stating 
that they "sent it to the elders"(11:30b) implies, 
not alone that they were a part of the membership of 
the church, but reliable members, and perhaps 
recognized officials capable of making a just distrib- 
ution of supplies among the brethren. "There is no 
record of their appointment, or explaination of their 


office at this time, though it is implied they are a 
at Do Ro Be Ee a A a 


1.a.Bicknell,"The Abingdon Bible Commentary }'p.550. 
b.DuBuisson,"A New Commentary of Holy Scriptures !550. 
c.Clark,"Clark's Peoples’ Commentary}p.186. 
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normal part of the church in Jerusalem! me term 
"elder" has a pre-Christian origin. "In primitive 
times age was @ necessary condition of authority, 

not only among the ancient Jews, but also among the 
nations of antiquity, the elders of the nation, or the 
clan constituted the official class"* With some 
variations, the institution of elders existed among 
the Egyptians (Gen.50:7), "pagan priests were called 


3 The Midianites had their elders 


felders'! in Egypt? 
(Num.22:7), "The Taimud points to the institution of 
elders in the time of Abraham (Yoma 28b)"4 Moses is 
commanded to assemble the elders of the people (&x.3: 
16,18). "Inscriptions prove that the title of elder 
was used for certain officials in Greek-speaking 
countries in pre-Christian times? "The term elder 
has an extensive use, as an official title, among the 
Hebrews and surrounding nations. It applies to 
offices, religious and otherwise. From I Macc.1le:6; 
14:20) it is clear that the Gerousia of the nation, 
and the elders of Israel were almost identical. The 
ekders of Israel may have been in early times, the 


lineal decendants of the patriarchs (Ex.12:21)"® 


1.DuBuisson,"A New Commentary of Holy Scriptures"550. 
2s Greenstone, "The Jewish Encyclopaedia® p.9e. 
5.Deissmana, "Bible Studies"(Eng. -Tran.),p.253. 


4. Greenstone, "The Jewish Encyclopaediatp.92. 


5.Deissmann, "Bible Studies" p.2s0. 
6.Singer, "The Jewish Encyclopaedia" (art. on elders). 
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However, one thing seems to be certain, "they occupied 
an important position in the coiunal, as well as in: 
the political affairs of the Jewish people. What there 
was of a permanent authority, lay in the hands of the 
elderstt 

The term and office of elder, has not 
only a pre-Christian origin, but Luke mekes mention of a 
present day usage of the term (4:5,23), and continues to 
use it (23:14) after the term is applied to some members 
of the Primitive Christian Church in Jerusalem (11:30). 
Cur immediate concern ig not with the term and ofitice 
of the Jewish elder, but when and how was the term 
applied to the elders in the church in Jerusalem? And 
were these pi derh officers and a part of the organizat- 
ion at this time? 

Various conceptions are held 
regarding the status of "the elders in Jerusalem"(11:30), 
such as "This statement 'the elders in Jerusalem!' | 
implies that the disciples of the capitol were organ- 
ixed into a religious society, and perhaps into several, 
modelled after the synagogue. When we find the 
disciples organized under elders, the origin and 


character of the arrangement is evident. There were 
ea veering etese ANE CSE TSE TE TI 
1.Greenstone,"The Jewish Encyclopaedia} Vol.V,p.9e. 
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doubtless many places of meeting, end there was one 
body of elders ruling over all (11:30; 15:6)%2 "the 
Original diaconate of the tables, as contrasted with 
the ministry of the word, which the apostles reserved 
to themselves, may then have expanded into this twofold 
order, ~ the elders, who preside and have the function 
of oversught, and tne deacons, who help them in the 
fulfillment of their office. The expansion of the 
"helps! into elders and deacons was then a simpler 

and more natural process (I Cor.12:28)!* Quite a 
different view is given in the following: "Now a 
Jewish synagogue normally had a board of Presbyters, 
who formed a kind of board or committee of management. 
In the Christian ‘synagogue’ at Jerusalem this board 
was already in existance by about A.D.46; for we note 
that the 'presbyters' are specified (11:30) as the 
persons to whom the delepates from Antioch handed over 
the funds collected for famine relief after the prophecy 
of Agabus; but the situation in Jerusalem was unique, 
and we can not even safely deduce that in the Gentile 
churches the primitive form of government ever roughly 
corresponded to a hierarchy of bishops, presbyters, and 


deacons "° 
i Lt A RS ree Weve ne cine bse certo et career 
1.Purves,"The Apostolic Age? pp.94,95. 
2.a.Allen, "Christian Institutions} p.ol. 
b.Neander, "Planting & Training of the Church?p.54, 
3.Streeter, "The Primitive Churen? pp. 77,783 
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"T am not convinced that the elders 
mentioned in various passages in the Book of Acts were 
not officers in any sense, and consequently are not to 
be connected with the 'seven' in any way. Luke him- 
self possibly thought of the men whom he called elders, 
as he did of the apostles, as resular officials of the 
church in Jerusalem, but the fact hardly seers out the 
opinion, for in Acts 15:23, although he speaks in the 
previous verse of the tapostlestand elders' in such a 
way as to leave the impression that he regarded them 
as officers, the decree itself which he quotes, and 
the early date of which can not be denied, has only 
Tapostles and elder brethren! showing clearly their 
unifficial character, and throwing light back upon all 
those passages in which the term telder' occurst1l 

Our conception is, that nothing 
definite can be said, as to the time or reason for 
some of the disciples in Jerusalem being referred to 
as "the elders" (Acts 11:30). Neither is there an 
account of their selection, ordination, or an explainat- 
ion of their office at this time; however, at a later 
date it is implied that elders are a distinct group, 
holding a position other than as an ordinary disciple, 


and recognized as having a voice with the apostles, 


1.McGiffert, *The Apostolic Age} p.74. 
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and without question they eppear to be a normal part 
pr the church (Acts 15:2,4,6,22). 

At a much later date than this 
(11:30), we find an account of the ordination of 
elders by Paul in the Gentile Churches (Acts 14:23), 
and perhpas we are meant to understand, though we can 
only suppose or assume that the ordination of elders 
by Paul, followed the custom in the Primitive Christ- 
jan Church in Jerusalem, and its elders were selected 
and ordained as were"the seven"(Acts 6:3-6). 

However, since nothing specific 
can be attached to this, we can only say, there were 
apostles, prophets, and elders in the Primitive 
Christian Church in Jerusalem. The characteristics 
which mark the birth of Christianity was the outpouring 
of the Spirit, and that which sustained it was the 
expectation of the immediate returen of the Messiah. 
Their being much concerned about the latter, it was 
some time before the spiritual gifts were fully 
recognized as filling a definite purpose in the 
organization of a permanent ministry of the church. 
Therefore, the’ organization of the church at this time 
is without somewhat fluid, and for something more 


specific its later development must be studied. 
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CHAPTER IV 


The Organization of the Primitive Christian Church 
(Beginning at Antioch) 


From the dispersion to the 
centralization and later organization of the disciples 
of Jesus the Messiah, many circumstances favored, and 
éven hastenea their forming of an organization for 
advancement. The chief influence which apparently 
awaited those of the dispersion, was that of Judaism. 
When the disciples were driven from Jerusalem "the 
synagogues formed the most important opportunity for 
soe rise and, growth of the church, The network of 
Jewish synagogues furnished the Christian propaganda 
with centers and courses for its development, anda the 
Opportunity for the development of a local organizationt 
Perhpas no religion ever facilitatec enother, 2s did 
Christianity that of Judaism. One might venture to 
claim the Primitive Christian Church as an actual 
continuation of Jewish propaganda, <similar to a 
prophetic revival within Judaism. Likewise, the 
Mystery Religions facilitated the centeralization and 


hastened the organization of the church. "It brought 


1.Harnack, "The Expansion of -Ghvis tian it yevolesd pels 
2.Harnack,"The Expansion of Christianity"Vol. Le say 
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men together in their religious aseociations, which 

were the harbingers if the house-churches of 

Primitive Christianity, and had ready to hand over to 

the new religion of Christianity, an organization end 
system of administration?! While some of their 
organization was advantageous and perhaps made use of 

by the Primitive Church, some of it would Likely br ing 
about a limited amount of confusion. "These associations 
were presided over by an official and consecrated priest- 
hood, clad in Majestic garb, and vested with authority 
in things spiritual, which no layman, whatever his rank 
or worldly status was, he could not: challenge. This 
appealed to the popular imagination! © "The members who’ 
were standing in close spiritual relationship to its 
head, was almost inevitably bound to affect the 
organization of the new religion of Christianity. It is 
interesting to find the danger already serious in the 
Apostolic Age. This type of fraternity was clearly the 
model which was'followed by the Corinthians, who thereby, 
as Paul clearly preceived, at once threatened the unity 
of Christianity, and imperiled the unrivalled authority 
of its founder!© 


The relationship and contribution of 
Ege tenement cep eee EE I AS TT ETT TT TE 


1.Angus, "Mystery Religions and Christianity}p.<76. 
2.Halliday,"Pagan Background of Early Christianity'<58 
3.Halliday,"Pagan Background of Early Christienity"250 
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the Mystery Religions and Judsism will receive our 
attention as we study the organization of the Primitive 
Christian Church of tiie period. It will be necessary 
for us to begin with Antioch where first of all, 
Christian preachers turnea to the Gentile world (Acts 
11:20), where the assembly is spoken of as a church, 
where the name Christian had its origin, the place 

from which Paul and Barnabas start on their first and 
also second missionary journeys, and to which they 
report on théir return (Acts 14:26; 18:22).1 For 
something specific on the organization of the church, 
we shall study the literature which developed 
simultaneously with the church, or rather from the 
development of the church during this period, from 
Antioch and ending prior to the writing of the Pastoral 
Epistles (following the chronology of Meffatt)©* for the 
reflections of its organization. 

In the cosmopolitian, cultural, and 
the religious centers, and elsewhere, we find many 
groups of Christians which we shall refer to as 
Primitive Christien Churches. The earliest and most 


outstanding one referred to outside of Jerusalem is 
een eee en 


1.Streeter, "The Primitive Church}p.78. 
2.Moffatt,"Introduction to Literature of N.T"%,p.9,10. 
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Antioch. This was for some years the most important 
Gentile Christianity community of which we have any . 
knowledge .? Luke in his account of the development 

of this Gentile church, traces all of the initiative 
and power of the movement to Antioch rather than to 
Jerusalem, leaving the impression it is an institution 
which is making Christianity a world religion. 

: Prior to the mentioning of prophets 
and teachers in the church (13:1), its constituency 
was referred to as "the disciples"(11:26b, 29a), no 
distinctions are made, though Barnabas and Saul for 
"a whole year----taught much people"(11:26) in 
Antioch, they were not referred to as teachers. 
However, since their return from Jerusalem, they are 
mentioned among others as “prophets and teachers (13:1). 
Luke refers to five disciples in the church in Antioch, 
as consisting of two distinct classes; some were known 
as "orophets" and others as “teachers; end they 
ministered to the Lord (13:2). Many conceptions are 
held as to their ministering in the church at Antioch, 
such as, "They as a body presided over the worship 
service of the church!” "Their fasting, prayer, 


laying on of hands, and religious exercises are bound 


1.McGiffert,"The Apostolic Age} p.1lll. 
2.Rackham,"*The Acts of the Apostles p.189. 
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up in the phrase, ‘they ministered to the Lora The 
word is the one usually employed by the LXX for the 
Ministerial service in the temple, as it is also used 
in Hebrews 10:11, but the parallelism with the next 
verse, where the services here mentioned is 

described as ‘fasting and prayer' (13:3), shows us 
that we are not to attach the former strict 
signification to it, though such has been the mind 

i the church. From this verb comes our term 
‘liturgy! Here the old order is giving away to the 
new, and the terminology is receiving a new sense.© 
At this time there is no dfinitie account of how"they 
ministered" we can only assume that each served in his 
own capacity. 

The command of the Holy Spirit, "to 
separate me Barnabas and Saul! must have been 
addressed to the other three brethren. The clause, 
"the work whereunto I have called them"(13:<), implies 
they had both been called to their work before this 
time. Paul's call is recorded at a later date (26:16- 
18), but nothing is mantioned of that of Barnabas. 
After the fasting and laying on of hands “they sent 


them away"(13:3). "This did not make Barnabas and 
aS 

1.Burch,"The Abingdon Bible Commentary;p.1109 
2.Lumby,"The Cambridge Bible! p.156 (Vol.on Acts). 
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Saul apostles of Christ in the technical sense (Acts 
1:21), or otherwise (Gal.1:1), but their being "sent 
away" was both a divine vocetion and an interprise of 
the Antiochan Church?+ Luke applies the term 
"apostle" to Barnabas and Saul (14:4,14) in a rather 
wide sense, similar to that claimed by Paul during a 
later period (Gal.1:1). "Paul claims to be one who is 
divinely commissioned to preach the Gospel of Christ 
and authorized to plant Christianity. The apostleship 
as conceived by him involved the idea of the church 
oecumenical, Christianity as an organic whole, not 
simply isolated centres of effort, and of divine 
appointment in relation to itye However, our chief 
aim and concern is, the place the apostles occupied 
in the Primitive Christian Church. "They preached" 
(14:21), "they ordained elders in every church"(14:23), 
they did both teaching and preaching with others (15: 
35), counseled with "the apostles and elders in 
Jerusalem"(15:6). Every indication is that their 
duties were not confined to any specific work this 
early in the formation of the church. 

"Elders were appointed in every 


church"(14:23), implies another class within the 


1.Purves,"The Apostolic Age; p.lle. 
2.Burton, "International Critical Commentary}'p.c 
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membership of the churches. Here we have a typical 
account of Paul's regular method of ordaining elders 
in the churches which he has founded. We can only 
infer he finds his precedence for this in the church 
in Jerusalem. Tuke evidently has given the title 
“elder to those ordained by Paul, a much later term 
read back into the age in which Paul was ordaining. 
"in the absence of trustworthy information about the 
office of ‘eider' at this time, it may be supposed 
that the term represents no stendardnized church 
official very indication is that these men were 
chosen because of maturity, judgment, and care for 
the growth of those infant churches. "It is very 
difficult to suppose that Paul gave those (14:21) 
churches a fixed and definite organization, and 
appointed regular officers. There is no hint of the 
existence of church officers in his ietter to the 
Galatian churches (Gal.1:2). It is not improbable, 
however, that he recognized the peculiar respect and 
honor in which some of the disciples were held by 
their companions, --their zeal for the spread of the 
Gospel,--and their interest in the church to such a 
degree, that he exhorted the disciples to follow the 


guidance of such Christians. More than this can 


1.Burch,"The Abingdon Bible Commentary} p.lile. 
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hardly be supposed at this timer Paul does not use 
the term "elder" instead he refers to their duties 
as in Acts 20:28. They are to exercise a spiritual 
control, and is verified more fully in his letter at 
@ much later date to the Christians at Corinth (I Cor. 
16:15,16). “There is no sign that the term 'elder' in 
Acts 20:17 means anything more than elder brethren, and 
20:28 speaks of them as appointed ‘overseers! by the 
"Holy Spirit} which makes rather against them for their 
official character!© 

The "prophet" receives special 
mention for his activities within the Primitive 
church in Jerusalem, Antioch, and as a co-labourer 
with Paul (15:40) on his missionary journeys. Others 
among the members of the Primitive Christian Church 
are referred to as,"the evangelists"(Acts 21:8), "a 
minister"(acts 26:16), and “bishops and deacons"(Phil. 
1:1). The terms "bishops and deacons" appear in what 
is perhaps the latest literature of this period. This 
statement,"bishops and deacons" seems to imply that 
there were two classes of ecclesiastical officials in 
the church at Philippi. There are no references to 


earlier officials bearing these titles. 
aeaettaagespasinreceeiemneetaneteapantantsoeitevennatipctndetaietticectiaetinea tei rE Ia ATE LILLE LL, LCL ATLL TTD 


1.McGiffert,"The Apostolic Age} p.191l. 
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2.McGiffert,"The Apostolic Age® p.288. 
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The Corinthians, to be sure, are 
directed to be in subjection to those who, like the 
household of Stephanas, serve and labour for the good 
of the saints (T pete le Le). but there is no hint that 
such persons had been appointed to any office, or been 
entrusted with any special work. Fowever, at a much 
later date regularly appointed "bishops and deacons! 
are mentioned in the churches in Rome and Corinth.+ 
The custom of appointing such officials, was without 
question a very common practice, but there are no 
indications that it was a universal practice within 
the church. 

Many conceptions have arisen over 
Paul's use of the terms, "bishops and deacons? "Baur 
of Tubingen thinks 'the mention of bishops and deacons 
is an anachronism in this letter', Haupt,suggests that 
the two words stand for the same persons - those who 
had the oversight of the arrangements in coliecting 
and sending the gifts to Paul which this letter speaks 
of. These are extremes, the fact that bishops is 
plural shows that there was more than one bishop 
holding this position in the community. 'Bishops'were 
practically the equivalent to 'presbyters; or ‘elders!’ 


in the earlier days of the church; both terms were 
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1.Clement,"Epistle of Clement to Corinthians?chs.4<,44, 
2."The Teachings of the Twelve Apostles}ch.1o. 
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applied to those who because of their long standing as 
Christians were looked up to as grave and reverend 
seniors. As Tor the deacons, at this time the term igs 
plastic and indefinite, implying little of their later 
significationyt 

The question of the place or rank of 
each of these; that is the "apostle" "prophet" "elder" 
bishop? “deacon! "evangelist" "minister" and others had 
apparently been raised in the church during this period, 
and which called for an explaination. Paul, the 
leading character of the Primitive Christian Churches, 
undertakes to reveal the place of each of these in their 
relation to the church. "Out of the consciousness that 
he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit (with him), 
grew the mystical doctrine of the church as the universal 
body of Christ!*< This conception is not new however, 
"Socrates pointed out how monstrous it would be if hands 
and feet, which God made to work in harmony, were to 
thwart and imped one another!” Hence, the profound 
conception of the head and members as together making up 
the complete body of Christ; that is, those who identify 
themselves with Christ form his body (the church). 


"The body is not one member, but 


many"(T Gor.12:14). As in the physical body, the body 
I a a as a ees 


1.Robertson,"The Abingdon Bible Commentary"’p.1239. 


2.Peake, "Commentary of the Bible? 
3.Plummer, “International Critical Commentary (Cor). 
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of Christians at Corinth and elsewhere must have organic 
unity with its diversity of functions. "God has 
appointed various members in the church to exercise 
various functions (TI Cor.12:8-10; Rom.12:6-8), and no 
one of these functions is exercised by all, they are 
distributed among the members!+ The conception is that, 
those placed in tne church (I Cor.12:28) are perhaps 
listed in order of dignity, yet each was essential for 
the welbeing and advancement of the whole. 

"The apostles, the organizers of the 
church are mentioned first; they had administrative 
functions, but no local jurisdiction, they belonged to 
the whole church'© Secondly prophets, "Who on just 
ordinary occasions was on a level with men, but at 
special times was a vehicle for direct communication 
with Goar® Thirdly teachers, Here the classification 
according to rank ends, and we approach the particular 
gifts or functions. "No special appointment by the 
church was needed for these. Any one who had a gift 
was at liberty to use it. That of administration (the 
word kebernesis) properly referred to the steering of 


a ship, and it means here to guide the church in its 


business affairs! * 
wd, acc ecb a OE te Ts am PI Ne it 


1.Peake,"Commentary of the Bible? 
2.Lias,"The Cambridge Bible? Vol.on I Cor.). 
3.Streeter,"The Four Gospels} p.d6”. 
4.Peake,"Commentary of the Bible? 
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Within the Christien church of this 
period, some of its members are referred to as 
apostles, prophets, teachers, bishops, elders, deacons, 
administrators, end etc. These with the members not 
having a title form the body of Christians, known as 
the church. There are no indications that rank of 
authority exists among these referred to by title, as 
in a later age; or that they, at this time, are 
superior to those not having a title. They apparently 
have no superior place in the church, only when their 
spiritual gift is calied into service for the welfare 
of the church as was Barnebas and Saul (Acts 11:26) at 
Antioe®, or even as an assistant to an individual as 
was Agabus {Acts 21:11) for the safety of Saul. 

The personal of the organization of 
the Primitive Christian Church consists of apostles, 
prophets, teachers, elders, deacons, administrators, 
and etc. There is no likeness of a three-fold hierarchy 
of bishops, elders, and deacons at this time. The 
organization does not consist of official rank in its 
personal; instead, these possess spiritual gifts, and 


are recognized as superior only when exercising their 
‘Sete rene erent tree ge ET OE SE TTI OL OED LADLE ELLIE ELLE CS SL EECA D 


l.Ignatius, "Epistle of Ignatius to the Ephesians'ch.o. 
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‘spiritual gifts. "God did not give to all the same 
Spiritual gifts, but different spiritual gifts to some 
members of the church. He made no member self- 
sufficient; each needs much from the other and supplies 


something necdful to the other! 


CHAPTER V 


The Organization of the Primitive Christian Church 


(Closing the Apostolic Age) 


The list of the functionaries (I Cor. 
12:6-8) of the former period differ somewhat with those 
(Eph.4:11) of this period, as reveeled by the literature 
extending to the end of the Apostolic Age. The 
gifference is more apparent in the title involved, than 
in the duties to be preformed. This may be accounted for 
by the fact, that both the personel and the duties of 
those referred to by title, are still fluid and 
indefinite. The officers of this period referraingtbto 
themselves, or to others, leave indications of equality 
among those of title, in such as "Built on the foundat- 
ion of the apostles end prophets"(Eph.3:5); implying 


that each, that is, each apostle and prophet had an 
a gl tye a Pe eR an eRe 2 Ae Sates 9 Seer ve Come 
1.Plummer, "International Critical Commentery}(I Cor). 
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equal part in laying the foundation, and each received 
information alike. Apparently there in nothing very 
definite in the titles applied to these; unless the two 
titles as "preacher and an apostle" in "I am appointed 
@& preacher. and an apostle"(I Tim.1:11), mean the same 
thing, or the individual possesses an additional gift. 
"The object of such ministeries (HEph.4:11) is the 
consolidation of the society which is the body of 
Christ?+ Immediately following this account "bishops" 
(I Tim.3:2), “elders"(I Tim.5:1), and "deacons"(I Tim. 
3:8) are referred to, apparently formibg three distinct 
orders in the church at this time, and without question 
we find a distinct three-fold order soon after the 
elose of the Apostolic Age. The second century 
literature reveals this is true from the foliowing: 
"Since then, I have had the privilege of seeing you, 
through Demas your most worthy bishop, and through your 
worthy presbyters, Bassus and Apollonius, and through 
my fellowservant, the deacon Sotio, whose friendship 
may I ever enjoy, inasmuch as he is subject to the 


bishop as to the grace of God, and the presbytery as to 


%~o 


b 


the law of Christ,(I will now write to you)” Our 


concern is not with this later development, but was: 


1.Dodd,"*he Abingdon Bible Commentary} p.1lecs. 
2.Tenatius, "Epistle of Tgnatius to Magnesians}ch.c. 


a Were ee ee | 


Deyivast Ay Ms ,Molt shaved: aif gityatl at svisy Cal 
Vtav ghlsivon mh etadt VlinersqqA .odtbLa nol) awre? 

; 

€ 
OWS Sst aqeatian ~ ORS i Chal 9i f BR 281759 is ni Wint Dae 


~~ 


HsIHo.4s tis T* nl "eiteogs as bre verlonowy” ep wale 
ates Sif miaem ,lilsl.uit T)"eltaoga ae bos tedos 1g 
Sify sanuliiobse as «ssa9ee0 { tsuoOLvibat std tO , gms 


ons Bf (ilis.iyh) asiasiainio dove’ to Joolde oat 


20 Yood 63 as Aoi 


— 
~~ 


(tetooce- say LO sottabi Lloenge 


i. 


Payoisid™ Juidnos ality gaiwolic't VLetsibsmt “{+4hs 
: fe cr : e fi» r a" 
mbT T)"anoosap” bas ,(f:d.ett T }"atebis® .(S:e. mht 


Ponitelh setit gdimiol ulinsis.¢7s ,o3 het te. s2e (orm 
moitasip Suodsiw bas ,eutt esidsd te dowels ens ut evel 


+ MF {9tis Note tebi1o DLot-voeutt sonkstath a bak? 
oa 2 s 
CtATNSS SxoOoea . ail ~98A Of1OTBO4A sat to sae 


gahwoilod add mot? surt al’gi/t aleever saudavesae 
,WOy gafesa lo ageliviay ans hal: vad ° , teil sone 
toy Agvotdt bane ,.goratd eAircow taom. zu" 
BEvoms Ota ,ainollogA oas aveese! etd yiae iy (Arte 


itdedaeit? sacnw ,cito8 nooseh oft ,inevisuwollet 
oat oF Jostdve at al as aguuasnt ,.\yolns reve E 
Od 88 YisIydseqy eit bas ,boOD to woe1g oft cd as qo 


tn St(yoy of etiam won LfLiw t}),taimid to wal 


A mt ea a 


— 


seaalyg [Qietiteumed efdig nobygaids seit? phous 
= no tanstasngat oft auiiany® Yo sitjaiug" , Sui dengi ee 


74 


there a three-fold hierarchy of bishops, presbyters, 
and deacons composing the organization of the church 
during the latter part of the Apostolic Age? 

Paul designates the elders of 
Ephesus (Acts 20:17), when functioning, as "overseers" 
(Acts 20:28). In the charge to Titus the terms are 
used interchangably, elders and bishops (Titus 1:5,7). 
Peter uses the term in the same sense (I Peter 5:1-3), 
as does Paul at a much later date (Acts 20:28). "The 
term ‘overseer' seems to have arisen among the 
Gentile churches, and it may that its adoption was 
occasioned by its employment to denote the presiding 
Offices of civic or social societies. It would thus 
be the Hellenic equivalent for the Hebraic ‘eider! 
Whatever its origin, the office of ‘overseer! was 
the same as that of 'elder!+ Following this conception, 
that the elder and bishop are the same, a comparison of 
their qualifications and duties is worth, of 
consideration. "That the bishops are the same as the 
elders in the earlier age seems to follow from a 
comparison of Acts 20:17, with Acts 20:28, where the 
same individuals are called by both titles; and I Tim. 
S:1-7 with I Tim.5:17-19, the first of these passages 


describes the qualifications of bishops, the second of 
pee eect cn A CC EL 
1.Purves, "The Apostolic Age? p..50,2o0l. 
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Which gives regulations for elders as for those who 
have already been mentioned?+ There are no indications 
that these terms were confusing at this time; each term, 
that is “elder™" and "bishop" had a pre-Christiens usage 
both among the Greeks and Jews, and were understood to 
mean the one, and same office. Neither is the term 
"deacons" an unknown expression, but the duties are 

not defined. "Tt may be that "deacon' became the name 
of a special class in the church (Phil.1:1), before the 
Pastoral Epistles were written, but Paul did not use 
the word in a technical sense!“ There is nothing in 
the Pastorals to show plainly that the term "deacon" 
has as yet acquirred a clear distinction of meaning, 
there is no suggestion of one having official dignity; 
though; there is reason for believing (eee TneGes PS) 

that the deacom was a less significant person, who 
could hope to attain a higher place through good 


service. 


3 


Though the terms bishops, elders, 
and deacons do appear in the second generation of the 
Christian literature, as prominent characters in the 
church, we cannot safely deduce from this that in the 
Gentile churches, the primitive form of government 


ever roughly corresponded to a three-fold hierarchy of 
Ii ian cae tececededenesieseeeeneneiomspehacicopneemeneelaneroipeceneemesmasniereettissineeeeaaeee einen Aiea aa ae nT Tantra e ren en Te ED. 


1.Maclean, "Encyclopaedia of Religion & Ethics"Vo1l.8,p.660 
2.Hort,"The Christian Ecclesia® p.98. 
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bishops, presbyters, and deacons, since the terms 
bishops and presbyters ere used interchangabl y+ This 
conception"would recognize the term 'deacon' as o 
minor official or office, and the term "bishop! and 
'elder' as interchangable designations for officials 
of the same rank, having in the Primitive Christian 
Church, deacons and elders (bishops),“ and not « three- 
fold hierarchy of bishops, presbyters, and deacons asc 
the next century is.revealed through the Epistle of 
Ignatius to the Magnesians. In the following we get 
a clear conception of the three-fold hierarchy, "I 
exhort you to study to do all things with a divine 
harmony, while your bishop presides in the place of God, 
and your presbyters in the place of the assembly of the 
apostles, elong with your deacons who are most dear to 
me "5 

The interchange of terms, presbyter, 
bishop, and elder continued in use until after the close 
of the first century. There is nothing in the Pastorals 
to show plainly that these terms, “elders” and "bishops" 
had as yet acquired a clear distinction of meaning. 
They seem to be used without discrimination as far as 


"bishops" and "elders" are concerned. While duties are 


1.Streeter,"The Primitive Church? p.78. 
2.Lowstuter,"The Abingdon Bible Commentary{p.1278.° 
3.Ignatius, "Epistle to Magnesians‘ch.6. 
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not enumerated, certain ones are implied, but no duty 
or dignity is implied fro a bishop that is not just 
a6 clearly implied for an elder; aualifications for 
both are without distinction. 

The Didache which is thought to be 
the earliest second century literature, revéals the 
fact that there were bishops and deacons in the church, 
and-the author writing in their defense says, “Despise 
them not, therefore, for they are your honored ones, 
together with the prophets and teachers"! This 
implies that bishops were localized; and though they 
were not appointed over the community, they were 
considered along with the prophets and teachers, and 
evidently were a part of the organization of the church. 

Clement of Rome exhorts the 
Corinthian Christians to submit themselves to the 
presbyters, for the apostles had made their earliest 
converts bishops and deacons; in this we notice he calls 
the same persons presbyters and bishops. "Having first 
proved them by the Spirit, to ve bishops and deacons of 
those who should believe. Nor was this anything new, 
since indeed many ages before it was written concerning 


bishops and deacons. For thus saith the Scriptures in 


NLL 


1."The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles} ch.15. 
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a certain place,'T will appoint their bishops in 
righteousness, and their deacons in faitht! ‘The 
development of the church toward an organization 
was rapid, soon Ignatius writes,"Without the bishop 
ye should do nothing, also be subject to the presby- 
tery, as to the apostles of Jesus Christ, --It is 
fitting also that the deacons---should in every 
respect be pleasing to allt” The second century 
literature assign to the terms "bishop" and "elder" 
an official significance, imputes to them a 
refinement, a place of authority to both, though the 
bishop is superior to the elder, and an official 
distinction and organization throughout the church 
Which the extant Christian literature of the 
Apostolic Age does not reveal only in part. 

From the foregoing, it is evident 
that the Primitive Christian Church has had a very 
gradual development from its inception. The form of 
organization and government, as reflected in the 
extant literature of the Apostolic Age does not 
correspond to, or reflect a three-fold hierarchy of 
bishops, presbyters, (elders) and deacons, but from 


indication these ere e later development 


every 


1.Clement, "First Epistle of Clement to Corinthians” 
(Vol.I,chapter 42) 


r. ° ¢ 7 } ep vt 
2.Ignatius, "Epistle of Tenatius to Trallians? 


having the former for their foundation, and claimed 

@& power and prestige for themselves, as when Ignatius 
writes to the Philadelphians urging that they "Give 
heed to the bishops, and to the presbytery and the 
deacons"+ ‘he indications are thet at the inception 
of the church, no permenant organization was thought 
of, but that this grew in response to the necessities 
rather than by a deliberate plan. Types of other 
organizations might have been used by the early church 
when it felt some definite plan was necessary; as the 
Jewish Christians would perhaps make use of their 
Jewish models, while the Gentile Christians would be 
very likely to introduce Greek or Roman forms for 
their govermment. This was not so much a matter of 
their deliberate. policy as an unconscious process, in 
which the Primitive Christian Church acquired an 
élastic organization, for the propagation of its 
teachings, and the consolidation of the society, 


which is the body of Christ. 


l.Ignatius,"Ignatius to the Philadelphians} (ch.7). 
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